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Class Outline
•The Mind of God:  Do We Understand Him?

•The Spirit of Truth: God’s Connection to Believers

•The Word of Truth: The Believer’s Connection to God

•God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ

•We Have the Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person

•Transforming the Mind: The Ongoing Exchange

•Practical Growth: Rightly Dividing The Word of Truth



The Mind of God
Do We Understand Him?



The Mind of God: Do We Understand Him?

• Why does God allow bad things to happen to good 
people? Explain.

• Why does God allow good people to die young, and bad 
people to live long?  Explain.

• How could a loving God allow COVID 19 to kill so many 
people? Explain.

• Take 5 minutes to think about the questions above and 
provide your honest opinion either in the chat or in the 
discussion that follows…



The Mind of 
God: Do We 
Understand 
Him?

• Why did God allow David, a man after his 
own heart, to live on the run, in fear of 
being killed by a jealous Saul 
approximately 7 years? Explain.

• Why did God allow Job, a man he called 
“perfect” to suffer the loss of all his 
children, possessions, and be severely 
afflicted in his body? Explain.

• Why did God allow Paul, the Apostle he 
sent to us (Gentiles), to be beaten, spend 
years in jail, and live in fear of 
assassination everywhere he went? 
Explain.

• Take 5 minutes to think about the 
questions above and provide your honest 
opinion either in the chat or in the 
discussion that follows…



The Mind of 
God: Do We 
Understand 
Him?

So the question 
becomes…

Can we 
understand 
God?













The Mind of God: Do We Understand Him?

• Given the passage we just read, can we understand the mind of God? Explain.

• Given the passages we just read, are we intelligent enough to think the 
thoughts of God? Explain.

• Given the passages we just read, are we wise enough to judge and discern 
correctly on both spiritual and natural matters? Explain.

• Take 5 minutes to think about the questions above and provide your honest 
opinion either in the chat or in the discussion that follows…



Note to Mankind: 
“You Are Not On My Level”







The Mind of God: Do We Understand Him?

• So how can I get into the mind of God?

• How can I as a believer think like God, make decisions 
like God, perceive like God, and judge wisely like God?

• During the break, provide your opinion about the 
above questions in the chat or in the following 
discussion.



The Spirit of Truth        
(Holy Spirit)

God’s Connection To Believers









The Spirit of Truth 
(Holy Spirit):                      

God’s Connection     
to Believers

• There is only one way in which God’s wisdom is 
revealed to us and that is by his Spirit.

• The Holy Spirit has exact knowledge of all 
things by entering into the very depths of God 
and penetrating into his most secret counsel.

• As no man can come to the knowledge of what 
is in another man’s mind until he 
communicates and reveals it, so neither can we 
know the secret counsels and purposes of God 
until they are made know to us by his Holy 
Spirit.

(Notes by Matthew Henry)



The Spirit of Truth: God’s Connection to 
Believers

•How important is the Spirit of God in the life of 
the believer? Explain.

•What role does the Spirit of God play in the 
revelation of the mind of God? Explain

•How much influence has the Spirit of God had 
on fulfilling the purposes of God?  Explain.

•Take 5 minutes to think about the questions 
above and provide your honest opinion either 
in the chat or in the discussion that follows…











The Spirit of Truth: God’s Connection to 
Believers

The Spirit of Truth - Summary
• He searches the deep things of God.
• He reveals God’s secrets to believers.
• He teaches believers all things.
• He brings things to our remembrance.
• He testifies about Jesus.
• He guides believers into all truth.
• He speaks only what he hears from the Father.
• He glorifies Christ.
• He shares what he knows with believers.



The Word of Truth        
(Holy Scriptures)

The Believer’s Connection to God











The Word of Truth: The Believer’s Connection 
to God

• Given the passage we just read, how important to the 
believer is the Word of God? Explain.

• Given the passages we just read, what benefits does the 
believer gain from believing the Word of God? Explain. 

• Given the passages we just read, what connects the Word 
of God to the Spirit of God? Explain.

• Take 5 minutes to think about the questions above and 
provide your honest opinion either in the chat or in the 
discussion that follows…







The Word of Truth: The Believer’s Connection 
to God

•So how did the Word of 
God become a source of 

spiritual life?
(Open Discussion)









God Has 
Spoken! 
Hebrews 1:1-2

• Hebrews begins with a 
reference to God's 
communication with mankind. 
The letter is primarily written 
to Jewish believers, who 
placed great importance on 
the prophets of the Old 
Testament. Verses 1 and 2 
explain that God spoke 
through prophets in the past, 
and speaks now through 
Jesus Christ. 



God Has 
Spoken! 
Hebrews 1:1-2

• This reminds us that the Old 
Testament and New Testament 
are not contradictory. The 
message of God given by the 
prophets is not different than 
the message of God given 
through Christ. The same God is 
speaking, continuing to show us 
more and more of His plans.













Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit 
Life





The Word of Truth: The Believer’s Connection 
to God

The Word of Truth - Summary
•The only source of saving faith.
•The only source of eternal life.
•The only source of purifying truth.
•The words are “God breathed”.
•Scripture writers were inspired by the Holy 
Spirit

•Every word sustains life.
•Every word gives life.



The Spirit of Truth: God’s Connection to 
Believers

The Spirit of Truth - Summary
• He searches the deep things of God.
• He reveals God’s secrets to believers.
• He teaches believers all things.
• He brings things to our remembrance.
• He testifies about Jesus.
• He guides believers into all truth.
• He speaks only what he hears from the Father.
• He glorifies Christ.
• He shares what he knows with believers.



How Does the 
Spirit of Truth 
and the Word of 
Truth Interact?

• The Spirit of Truth searches the 
mind of God, even the deep things 
of God.

• The Spirit of Truth revealed the 
will, plan, and purpose of God to 
the writers of scripture.

• The things that God chose to 
reveal about himself, even the 
deep things, are revealed in the 
pages of scripture.

• There is no more “revelation” 
going on.

• There is only “illumination”.



What is Illumination?

• Illumination (def.): 
➢The act of supplying the light.
➢To enlighten intellectually with 

knowledge or grace.



God’s Predestined Plan: 
The Image of Christ





God’s 
Predestined 
Plan: The 
Image of 
Christ

• Predestined (def.): An outcome (or 
course of events) determined in 
advance by divine will.

• Conformed (def.): To be similar in 
form or type.

• Likeness (def.): the fact or quality of 
being alike; resemblance.  A portrait 
or representation.



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ

• Given the passage we just read, what do we really know 
about Christ? In your own opinion, explain what you 
know about the character, perspective, values, and 
actions of Christ.

• Provide a list of Christ’s traits that you think are 
important to copy.

• Take 5 minutes to think about the questions above and 
provide your honest opinion either in the chat or in the 
discussion that follows…



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

•First, the believer is to be conformed to the 
image of Christ in character.
oChrist was humble.
oChrist was meek and lowly in heart.
oChrist was a servant among servants.

❖We must cast away:
➢Self-conceit
➢Self-Pride



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

• First, the believer is to be conformed to the image of 
Christ in character.
oChrist was diligent in his father’s business

• He went about doing good taking very little time for rest.

❖We must:
➢Conquer our entitled mentality of laziness, softness of 

ease.
➢Be good soldiers and bear the hard work of kingdom 

building.
➢We must spend whatever time and energy necessary to 

accomplish the purposes of God and rest later.



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

• First, the believer is to be conformed to the image of 
Christ in character.
oChrist was full of love (true and honest).

• His love was not in words, but in deeds.
• His love gave its whole self up to the object chosen.

❖We must:
➢Have faithful love
➢Have love that is so true and so deep that we would 

prefer to be sacrificed in the most painful manner rather 
than the object of our affection should be made to suffer.



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

•First, the believer is to be conformed to 
the image of Christ in character.
oChrist was devoted and prayerful.

•When he finished preaching, he began to 
pray.

❖We can never be like Christ until not only 
in public, but in private we are God’s own.



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

• You do not see all of Christ until you see his cross.
oChrist was despised and rejected of men.
oHe not only died, he died a menial death
oHe died outside the camp as a thing accursed and unclean.

❖We must:
➢Bear the cross of suffering to be conformed to the image of 

Christ.
➢Be crucified to the flesh and its affections and lust.
➢Bear the shame of persecution and ridicule of men.
➢Be dead to the world and the world dead to us



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

• You do not see all of Christ until you see his cross.
oChrist was despised and rejected of men.
oHe not only died, he died a menial death
oHe died outside the camp as a thing accursed and unclean.

❖We must:
➢Bear the cost of being a Christian.

➢Loss of friends because of our convictions.
➢Loss of reputations.
➢Bear fiery trials that come upon him/her. 

➢We must have fellowship with Christ in his suffering that in 
bearing the cross of Christ we may be conformed to his image.



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

• Christ is the wearer of the Crown.
oChrist himself came not to his crown except by his 

cross.
oChrist earned his dignity by his suffering.

❖We must:
➢Bear the image of the sorrowful Christ so that 

afterwards we then will bear the image of the Glorious 
Christ.
➢Fight if we are to reign.
➢Endure, if we would win.
➢Run the race, if we would obtain the reward.



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

In summary, we are 
predestined to be conformed 

to the image of Christ in 
character, in suffering, and 

afterwards, in glory.



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

Summary
•Christ was humble.
•Christ was meek and lowly in heart.
•Christ was a servant among servants.
• Christ was diligent in his father’s business

• He went about doing good taking very little time for 
rest.

• Christ was full of love (true and honest).
• His love was not in words, but in deeds.
• His love gave its whole self up to the object chosen.



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

Summary

• Christ was despised and rejected of men.

• He not only died, he died a menial death

• He died outside the camp as a thing accursed and 
unclean.

• Christ himself came not to his crown except by his 
cross.

• Christ earned his dignity by his suffering.



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

Summary

• We must cast away self conceit and pride.

• We must conquer our entitled mentality of laziness, softness of ease.

• We must be good soldiers and bear the hard work of kingdom building.

• We must spend whatever time and energy necessary to accomplish the 
purposes of God and rest later.

• We must have faithful love; love that is so true and so deep that we would 
prefer to be sacrificed in the most painful manner rather than the object of our 
affection should be made to suffer.

• We must be devoted and prayerful

• We must bear the cost of being a Christian.

▪ Loss of friends because of our convictions.

▪ Loss of reputations.

▪ Bear fiery trials that come upon him/her. 



God’s Predestined Plan: The Image of Christ 
What Does Conformity Look Like?

Summary
• We must have fellowship with Christ in his suffering that in 

bearing the cross of Christ we may be conformed to his 
image.

• We must bear the image of the sorrowful Christ so that 
afterwards we then will bear the image of the Glorious 
Christ.

• Fight if we are to reign.
• Endure, if we would win.
• Run the race, if we would obtain the reward. 





The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person

•What does it mean to have the mind of 
Christ?

•What values and beliefs does Christ have 
that we should seek to adopt? Explain.

•Take 5 minutes to think about the 
questions above and provide your honest 
opinion either in the chat or in the 
discussion that follows…



The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person

• The Mind (Def.): 

• The mind is:  
➢The seat of consciousness (awareness/knowledge)  
➢The ability or power to perceive, discern and judge.  
➢The element of a person that enables them to be 

aware of the world and their experiences, to think, 
and to feel.  

➢The ability or power to be aware, know, and think.



The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person

• The Mind of Christ (Def.): 

• We look at life from Christ’s point of view, having his values 
and desires in mind at all times.

• To think God’s thoughts and not think as the world thinks.

• It is a shared perspective of humility, compassion, and 
dependence on God.

• It is an understanding of God’s plan for the world and his 
purpose for us.



The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person

Christ’s Values: 

1. A Desire to Bring         

Glory to God



The Mind of Christ: The 
Spiritual Person

Christ’s Values: 

2. A Longing to 
Provide Salvation to 
Sinners



The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person

Christ’s Values: 

3. A Perspective on 
Humility and Obedience



The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person

Christ’s Values: 

4. A Compassionate 
Heart  



The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person

Christ’s Values: 

5. Prayerful Dependence on 
God  



The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person

Christ’s Values Summarized

1. He has a desire to bring glory to God.

2. He has a longing to provide salvation to sinners.

3. He has a perspective on humility and obedience.

4. He has a compassionate heart.

5. He has prayerful dependence on God.







The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person

•How does a believer receive the mind of 
Christ?  Explain.

•What is a believer capable of doing while 
operating in the mind of Christ? Explain.

•Take 5 minutes to think about the 
questions above and provide your honest 
opinion either in the chat or in the 
discussion that follows…



The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person







Unbeliever’s Lifeline

God’s 
Judgement 
of Works

Physical Death 
(Separation of 
Soul and Body)

Birth Eternal Death 
(Hell) 

(Permanent 
Separation 
from God

Birth

Eternal Life (Heaven)Spirit of God (life) vs. Flesh (Body)

God’s Judges the 
Believer’s  Works 

at the Cross

God Responds to the believer’s 
faith with forgiveness and the 

gift of his life (Holy Spirit)

100% Flesh; Sin 
Nature Inherited 

from Adam

Believer’s Lifeline (Activated by Faith in Christ)

The Blood 
of Christ

100% Flesh – Sin 
Nature Inherited from 

Adam

Born
Again

Death

New Creation (inner man) 
vs. Old Creation (Body)

Battlefield: The Mind

100% Spirit (Glorified Immortal Body)

Spirit, Soul, and Body 100% Holy)

RECEIVE CHRIST – RECEIVE LIFE!



The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person





The Mind of Christ: 
The Spiritual Person

• We cannot know or believe 
God’s truth’s until he enlightens 
our mental faculties, opens the 
eye of our mind, and gives us 
such a knowledge and faith in 
them (his truth’s).

• It is the quickening life of the 
Spirit of God that must help our 
mind to discern the excellency of 
truth and holiness, and to be 
thoroughly convicted as to 
receive and embrace them.



The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person



Saved or 
Unsaved?Christ

Faith



Saved or 
Unsaved!

Faith

Christ

The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person



Faith in Christ = 
Spiritual Life!! 

ChristFaith

Access to the Holy Spirit power comes only through 
plugging our faith (belief) into Christ!

The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person



God responds 
to the believer’s 
faith in Christ 
by downloading 
the Holy Spirit 
into his/her 
spirit and 
making them 
alive!

The Mind of Christ: The Spiritual Person



The Mind of 
Christ: The 
Spiritual Person

• Once the Holy Spirit is downloaded 
and rewrites the hard drive of our 
hearts, we are then capable of 
understanding, and interfacing with 
God.

• Having the mind of Christ means that 
aided by the Holy Spirit, believers 
have been given access to the 
thoughts of Christ.

• Those who have the mind of Christ are 
able to discern spiritual things that the 
natural man/woman (unbeliever) 
cannot understand or see.



The Mind of 
Christ: The 
Spiritual 
Person

• The spiritual man/woman 
(believer) is capable of judging 
about matters of human wisdom 
and also gets great enjoyment in 
consuming divine truths.

• The spiritual man/woman 
(believer) sees divine wisdom, 
and experiences divine power in 
gospel revelations and mysteries, 
which the carnal and unsanctified 
mind looks upon as weakness and 
foolishness.



Renewing Our Mind



The Believers Mind Renewal Project

• So how do I renew my mind and begin thinking with 
the mind of Christ that I have?  Explain.

• How do I transform (recreate) my thinking, views, 
perceptions, and decisions to be aligned with the 
mind of Christ that I have?  Explain.  

• Take 5 minutes to think about the questions above 
and provide your honest opinion either in the chat or 
in the discussion that follows…



Thinking with the Mind of Christ 



What’s Wrong With this Picture?

The Problem with the unsaved person is
that he/she is not plugged in to the
power source (Christ)!



The saved person 
has been plugged 
into the power 
source but must 
read the instruction 
manual (God’s Holy 
Scriptures) in order 
to effectively set our 
minds to operate at 
optimal levels!



Believer successfully 
operating in the 
mind of Christ at 
optimal settings!









Christ:           
The Water of 

Life

Christ:     
The Bread 

of Life





Jesus is My Life Sustainer!





First Principle of the Believers Mind Renewal Project
“Abiding (Holding Fast) to His Word”



First Principle of the Believers Mind 
Renewal  Project



First Principle of the Believers Mind Renewal Project
“Abiding (Holding Fast) to His Word”

•Considering the passage we just read, what 
does it mean to abide in his word? Explain

•What does it mean to know the truth? Explain

•How does the truth set us free? Explain.

•Take 5 minutes to think about the questions 
above and provide your honest opinion either 
in the chat or in the discussion that follows…



First Principle of 
the Believers 
Mind Renewal 
Project
“Abiding (Holding 
Fast) to His Word”

• “If you abide in My word,

• To “abide” in Jesus’ word is 
a test to determine the strength 
of their faith. 

• The word “abide” means to 
remain. 

• The issue here is adherence to 
Jesus’ word or teaching. 

• People who adhere to Jesus’ 
word direct their life by it. They 
have no casual attitude toward 
revelation of Himself.



First Principle of 
the Believers 
Mind Renewal 
Project
“Abiding 
(Holding Fast) 
to His Word”

• you are My disciples indeed [truly].

• A disciple is literally a learner. A disciple 
“indeed” or truly is a disciple who faithfully 
believes his teacher’s word. 

• There is a difference between a mere 
disciple and a disciple “indeed.” This is a 
person who lets the word of Christ 
take hold on his or her soul.

• Jesus did not lay down a condition for 
becoming a believer here but simply 
indicated what characterizes a growing 
believer. The person who fully engages with 
the truth that Christ communicates is a 
disciple “indeed.”



First Principle of 
the Believers 
Mind Renewal 
Project
“Abiding 
(Holding Fast) to 
His Word”

• PRINCIPLE:

• Full engagement with Jesus’ word 
produces a dynamic faith.

• APPLICATION:

• There are those people today who are 
inclined to think that Jesus may be true 
but cannot bring themselves to fully 
believe Him; they cannot accept the 
revelation of Himself to men.

• Dynamic faith produces growth in Christ. 
Growing believers personally engage 
with the truth that is in Jesus.



First Principle 
of the 
Believers 
Mind Renewal 
Project
“Abiding 
(Holding Fast) 
to His Word”

• 32 And you shall know the truth,
• If a person does engage with the truth, 

with the reality of who Jesus is, then 
something genuine will happen to them. 
These people will go beyond the 
mechanics of religion and will enter the 
liberating power of “the truth.”

• “Know” is experiential knowledge of the 
truth. It is truth about Jesus. It is one thing 
to know about Christ academically, but it 
is another to experience His saving grace 
in one’s life.

• John refers to “truth” seven times (vv. 32 
([two times], 40, 44, 45, 46). Truth and 
Jesus are closely associated so that 
knowledge of the truth is connected to 
growing as a disciple.



First Principle 
of the 
Believers 
Mind Renewal 
Project
“Abiding 
(Holding Fast) 
to His Word”

•and the truth shall make you 
free.”

•Truth liberates. It will make the 
will unfettered. 

•Genuine engagement with Christ 
will free the soul to do the will of 
God. This freedom comes from 
without. 

•Truth can only be validated by 
itself. Either it is real, or it is not. 
Truth in this context is Christ 
Himself.



First Principle of the Believers Mind Renewal Project
“Abiding (Holding Fast) to His Word”

• PRINCIPLE:

• Becoming a growing believer means appropriating the revelation of 
Christ to experience.

• APPLICATION:

• Faith alone does not save a soul. It is what we place our faith in that 
saves. It is the object of what we believe that gives us eternal life. In a 
generation of skepticism, it is refreshing that we can “know the truth.” 
Others live in despair and hopelessness.

• The truth will set people free from spiritual slavery. Freedom biblically 
refers to liberty to do what one should do, not what one wishes to do. 
This person is no longer under slavery to sin. There is liberty in Christ (2 
Cor. 3:17; Gal. 5:1, 13; cf. 4:4–7; James 1:25).

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%203.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%205.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%205.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%204.4%E2%80%937
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.25


Second 
Principle of the 
Believers Mind 
Renewal Project
“Getting an 
Understanding”



Second Principle of the Believers Mind Renewal Project
“Getting an Understanding”

• Matthew 13:3-9

• 3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a 
sower went forth to sow;

• 4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls 
came and devoured them up:

• 5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and 
forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth:

• 6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had 
no root, they withered away.

• 7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked 
them:

• 8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an
hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

• 9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.



Second Principle of the Believers Mind Renewal Project
“Getting an Understanding”

• Matthew 13:18-23

• 18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.
• 19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, 

then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his 
heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.

• 20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth 
the word, and anon with joy receiveth it;

• 21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or 
persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.

• 22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and 
the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he 
becometh unfruitful.

• 23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, 
and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.



Second Principle of the Believers Mind Renewal Project
“Getting an Understanding”



Third Principle of 
the Believers Mind 
Renewal Project
“Transform (Make 
New) Our Thoughts 
and Decisions”







Third Principle 
of the Believers 
Mind Renewal 
Project
“Transform 
(Make New) 
Our Thoughts 
and Decisions”

• The Mind – Playground or Battlefield

➢“The mind” (i.e., the mental faculties, 
reason, or understanding) is in itself 
neutral.

➢When informed by an evil principle, it 
becomes an instrument of evil; when 
informed by the Spirit, it is an instrument of 
good. 

➢It performs the process of discrimination 
between good and evil, and so supplies 
the data to conscience. 



Third Principle of the Believers Mind Renewal Project
“Transform (Make New) Our Thoughts and Decisions”

• Holy Spirit Mind Transformation – We Must Let Him In
➢Truth professed has no transforming power. 
➢Truth received and fed upon can revolutionize a man’s whole 

character.
➢The work of the Holy Ghost first begins in the understanding, and is 

carried on to the will, affections, and conversation, till there is a 
change of the whole man into the likeness of God, in knowledge, 
righteousness, and true holiness. Thus, to be godly, is to give up 
ourselves to God.

➢The meaning is, do not cherish a spirit. devoted to the world, following 
its vain fashions and pleasures, but cultivate a spirit attached to God, 
and his kingdom and cause.



Third Principle of the Believers Mind Renewal Project
“Transform (Make New) Our Thoughts and Decisions”

• Holy Spirit Mind Transformation – We Must Let Him In 

• Ephesians 4:17-19: Put Off the Old Way of Thinking

• 17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no 
longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking.

• 18 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life 
of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of 
their hearts.

• 19 Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to 
sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full of 
greed.



Third Principle of the Believers Mind Renewal Project
“Transform (Make New) Our Thoughts and Decisions”

• Holy Spirit Mind Transformation – We Must Let Him In 

• Ephesians 4:17-19: Put Off the Old Way of Thinking; Put on the Mind of Christ

• 20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned

• 21 when you heard about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the 
truth that is in Jesus.

• 22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old 
self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;

• 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new 
self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.



Third Principle of the Believers Mind Renewal Project
“Transform (Make New) Our Thoughts and Decisions”

Holy Spirit Mind Transformation – We Must Let Him In 

• Ephesians 4:25-28: Put Off the Old Way of Thinking; Put on the Mind of 
Christ

• 25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your 
neighbor, for we are all members of one body.

• 26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still 
angry,

• 27 and do not give the devil a foothold.

• 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing 
something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to 
share with those in need.



Third Principle of the Believers Mind Renewal Project
“Transform (Make New) Our Thoughts and Decisions”

Holy Spirit Mind Transformation – We Must Let Him In

• Ephesians 4:29-32: Put Off the Old Way of Thinking; Put on the Mind of Christ

• 29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who 
listen.

• 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption.

• 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every 
form of malice.

• 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 
God forgave you.











Thinking With the Mind of Christ
Summarized

• Seek God With Our Whole Heart
• Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness
• Abiding (Holding Fast) to His Word

• Getting an Understanding

• Transform (Make New) Our Thoughts and Decisions
➢Abide (Hold Fast to Christ’s Teachings)
➢In All Thy Getting, Get an Understanding
➢Put off the Old Man; Put on the Mind of Christ

• Pray Without Ceasing









Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth - Bible Study Tips

• You can clearly understand the bible where everything fits, if you study the 
bible relative to the dispensations of time in which the passage was written.

• The Church Age books (Romans thru Philemon) should be prioritized for 
study.

• The Old Testament history books and books of prophecy should be cross-
referenced in study.

• Always ask yourself the following questions:
➢Is the passage our doctrine (Church Age) or for our learning?
➢Who is speaking? What is the Author’s theme for the book?
➢What is the historical or chapter context of the passage?
➢To whom (if any) is the passage being spoken to?
➢When was the passage? (What dispensation, timeframe, etc.)
➢Why the passage?
➢What was the circumstances?
➢Pray before and after bible study























Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth
C.O.M.A. Bible Study Method

• CONTEXT: What sort of writing is this? What circumstances surround the 
writing? What has come before this? What comes after this? Any other Bible 
passages connected to this one?

• OBSERVATION: How does the text divide into sections? What is the main point 
or points? Any surprises or ironies? Key words?

• MEANING: How does this portion relate to other parts of the book it is in? 
What does it teach about God, Jesus, man, sin, salvation, the church, etc.? 
How could we sum up the meaning in a few words?

• APPLICATION: How does this change or strengthen my understanding? Is there 
some attitude I need to change? How must I change the way I live? 



Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth
Context - - Context - - Context

•23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto 
this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into 
the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe 
that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he 
shall have whatsoever he saith.



Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth
Context - - Context - - Context

• 13 And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and 
when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet.

• 14 And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples 
heard it.

• 20 And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.

• 21 And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is 
withered away.

• 22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.  (Compare with Proverbs 3:5-6)

• 23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou 
cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall 
come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.

• 24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have them.

• 25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in 
heaven may forgive you your trespasses.

• 26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.



Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth - Summary

• You can clearly understand the bible where everything fits, if you study the 
bible relative to the dispensations of time in which the passage was written.

• The Church Age books (Romans thru Philemon) should be prioritized for 
study.

• The Old Testament history books and books of prophecy should be cross-
referenced in study.

• Always ask yourself the following questions:
➢Is the passage our doctrine (Church Age) or for our learning?
➢Who is speaking?  What is the Author’s theme for the book?
➢What is the historical or chapter context of the passage?
➢To whom (if any) is the passage being spoken to?
➢When was the passage? (What dispensation, timeframe, etc.)
➢Why the passage?
➢What was the circumstances?
➢Pray before and after bible study



Vacation Bible School 
Adult Class

Week in Reflection


